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the Government of Australia on Mutual As-
sistance in Criminal Matters, signed at Wash-
ington on April 30, 1997, and a related ex-
change of diplomatic notes signed the same
date. I transmit also, for the information of
the Senate, the report of the Department of
State with respect to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego-
tiated by the United States in order to
counter criminal activities more effectively.
The Treaty should be an effective tool to as-
sist in the prosecution of a wide variety of
crimes, including drug trafficking offenses,
terrorism and other violent crime, money
laundering and other ‘‘white-collar’’ crime.
The Treaty is self-executing.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of
cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual as-
sistance available under the Treaty includes:
taking testimony or statements of persons;
providing documents, records, and other arti-
cles of evidence; serving documents; locating
or identifying persons; transferring persons
in custody for testimony or other purposes;
executing requests for searches and seizures
and for restitution; immobilizing instrumen-
talities and proceeds of crime; assisting in
proceedings related to forfeiture or
confiscation; and rendering any other form
of assistance not prohibited by the laws of
the Requested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
related exchange of notes, and give its advice
and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 18, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 19.

Statement on the Study by the
Center to Prevent Handgun Violence
September 19, 1997

Today’s study released by the Center to
Prevent Handgun Violence confirms what we
have known all along: that the Brady law is
helping to keep guns out of the hands of
criminals. The study also gives us more good

news about the Brady law—that it has
worked to help disrupt illegal gun trafficking
patterns, making it more difficult for gun
traffickers to do business.

While States are no longer required to
conduct Brady background checks in light of
the Supreme Court’s recent decision, I am
pleased that State and local law enforcement
agencies around the country are overwhelm-
ingly continuing to do these checks on a vol-
untary basis. Our goal remains unchanged:
no background check, no handgun purchase.

I have pledged to do everything in my
power to make sure that we continue to keep
handguns out of the hands of criminals—in-
cluding extending Brady background checks
to violent juveniles who should not be able
to buy a gun on their 21st birthday. Today’s
study further makes the case that for the
safety of our communities and of all Ameri-
cans, Brady background checks must con-
tinue.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

September 15
In the afternoon, the President met in the

Cabinet Room with leaders of environmental
organizations to discuss climate change.

The White House announced that the
President intends to nominate Gloria Tristani
to be a member of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission.

September 16
In the morning, the President traveled to

Langley, VA, and in the afternoon, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Terrence J. Brown to be Assistant
Administrator for Management at the Agen-
cy for International Development.
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The President announced his intention to
nominate Jerry MacArthur Hultin to be
Under Secretary of the Navy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate F. Whitten Peters to be Under
Secretary of the Air Force.

The White House announced that the
President will meet with the spiritual leader
of the Orthodox Christian Church, Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew, at the White
House on October 22.

September 17

The President declared a major disaster in
Illinois and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe thunderstorms and
flash flooding August 16–17.

September 18

In the evening, the President and Hillary
and Chelsea Clinton traveled to Palo Alto,
CA.

The President announced his intention to
nominate M. John Berry to be Secretary for
Policy, Management, and Budget at the De-
partment of the Interior.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Paul R. Carey and Laura S. Unger
to be Commissioners to the Securities and
Exchange Commission.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Jeffrey Jaffe, Mayor Sharon Sayles
Belton of Minneapolis, MN, and Joseph
Holmes as members to the Advisory Com-
mittee to the President’s Commission on
Critical Infrastructure Protection.

September 19

In the afternoon, the President and Hillary
and Chelsea Clinton attended the Stanford
University convocation ceremony on the
main quad of the campus.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Seth P. Waxman to be Solicitor
General at the Justice Department.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations for For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted September 15

Katharine G. Abraham,
of Iowa, to be Commissioner of Labor Statis-
tics, U.S. Department of Labor, for a term
of 4 years (reappointment).

Corinne Claiborne Boggs,
of Louisiana, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Holy See.

Stephen W. Bosworth,
of Connecticut, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Republic of Korea.

Susan Robinson King,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Labor, vice Susan Robinson
King, resigned.

Joseph A. Presel,
of Rhode Island, a career member of the
Senior Foreign Service, class of Minister-
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Uzbekistan.

Richard W. Story,
of Georgia, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Northern District of Georgia, vice William
C. O’Kelley, retired.

Submitted September 17

Jerry MacArthur Hultin,
of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of the
Navy, vice Richard Danzig, resigned.

Gloria Tristani,
of New Mexico, to be a member of the Fed-
eral Communications Commission for the re-
mainder of the term expiring June 30, 1998,
vice Reed E. Hundt, resigned.
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